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credits. Advanced learning could 
be in welding and mechanics. 
   We heard about the confusing 
debate of “core curriculum”. 
Brian feels every third grader 
should be held to the same stand-
ard, but let the local teachers and 
school boards deliver the curricu-
lum. All kids should be required to 
have basic math – so they can 
balance a checkbook and do their 
taxes at a minimum. Brian is 
looking at the skilled trades as 
one of the pathways for students. 
Tradi�onal college and the mili-
tary are two other pathways for 
students. We want to provide 
mul�ple pathways for what the 
students want to do. Michigan is 
ahead of Federal student pro-
grams and is developing partner-
ship plans to support student 
growth, rather than just require 
tes�ng. Statewide high school 
gradua�on rate is 84%, in Dear-
born it is 90%. Sad thing is we are 
gradua�ng some students with no 
skills. There are good public and 
charter schools, but a problem is 
when they are compe�ng for the 
same students. System of choice 
some�mes harms both. Probably 
50% less people are going into 
teaching. Low star�ng wages in 
some districts and higher teach-
ing college standards are a couple 
reasons. Another is teachers are 
�red of being beaten up. The 
partnership model for helping 
struggling schools includes extra 
curriculum �me, staff develop-
ment, engaging the parents, 
social workers to deal with im-
pacts of poverty and mental 
health issues. Problem is con�nu-
ing the success a�er the program 
ends. Cer�fying school board 
members might become a future 
program a�er they are elected – 
we need well educated board 
members. All three of the Dear-
born high schools are in the top 
10% in performance in the State 
per several sources. 
   
Respec�ully submi�ed, 
Davis Anderson 

Thursday’s Mee�ng Summary 

  President Regan Ford led today’s 
mee�ng, which opened with the 
singing of the Na�onal Anthem. 
Invoca�on was done by Stan Jensen 
and was a prayer giving thanks for 
sunshine, Rotary, youth, communi-
ty, and Henry Ford College. 
  Today’s greeter, Kathleen Gapa, 
introduced Sean Green, Mike 
Mead, Danene Charles, plus men-
�oned all the youth and teachers in 
a�endance for Youth Month (16, 
according to guest list). Afrin Alavi 
(guest of Waseem Younis) arrived 
a�er introduc�on. All were sere-
naded in tradi�onal fashion. 
  President Regan announced happi-
ly, Rick Goward has volunteered to 
be Dearborn Rotary Sgt.-At-Arms. 
There was a round of applause. 
  Eric Rader led the 50/50 raffle 
today and the pot was $22.00. We 
had another student winner. She 
was happy and said she had never 
won anything before. 
  Three Fordson High School RYLA 
(Rotary Youth Leadership Award) 
students were introduced and 
presented cer�ficates for a�ending 
the RYLA program this past fall. 
They included Ali Zbib, Mahdi 
Mazeh, and Mohamad Awada. 
Students were chosen for this pro-
gram because of their leadership 
poten�al. RYLA training includes 
two evenings and two days and 
takes place at Schoolcra� College. 
Each student spoke briefly about 
their experience.  All three students 
thanked the Club for sending them 
to RYLA. 
  Hilal Bazzi from the Fordson Inter-
act Club was introduced by Superin-
tendent Glenn Maleyko. Dearborn 
Rotary was thanked for sponsoring 
Youth Month and the Interact 
Clubs. Hilal has been in Interact for 
two years. They collaborate with 
the other high school Interact Clubs 
and had a potluck dinner. Fordson 
Interact Club’s biggest service pro-
ject was a breast cancer research 
fundraiser that had 75% student 
par�cipa�on. They also do “adopt a 
teacher” twice a year to show their 
apprecia�on for their teachers, who 
are given small gi�s. Fordson Inter-

act also mentors and tutors elemen-
tary school students and has had a 
pizza party with them. Hilal volun-
teered three evenings with other 
Interact students at Santa Snaps and 
found experience awesome because 
of the joy kids got from seeing Santa. 
Fordson Interact has also sponsored 
a prom for disabled and sick kids plus 
did a career fair that a�racted 500 
students and 23 professionals. Thir-
teen students are going on service 
project to the Dominican Republic in 
March. They will be pain�ng and 
dona�ng supplies to an orphanage 
plus visi�ng an ecological center. 
Clean water through filtra�on, farm-
ing, and sustainability will be themes 
they will study. 
  Supt. Glenn Maleyko thanked Jim 
Thorpe and Dr. Mike Mead (two of 
his bosses) for being here today and 
suppor�ng Youth Month. Glenn then 
warmly introduced today’s speaker, 
State Superintendent, former Dear-
born Superintendent, and Dearborn 
Rotarian Brian Whiston. 
  Michigan schools are presently 
ranked 35th in the na�on and Brian’s 
goal is to get them to the top ten. 
Said Dearborn Schools have been 
performing well. Feels Michigan’s 
slippage in rank was due to demo-
graphic changes. Brian wants to 
provide our students with good 
academics, team building, plus have 
all the students reading and wri�ng. 
He wants to support pre-school 
programs. Give students alterna�ves 
to tradi�onal schools and lecturing, 
such as on-line learning and other 
methods of learning. Brian wants 
teachers to con�nue learning and 
develop pathways for teachers from 
Novice to Master. He wants to devel-
op a new student assessment system 
and has reduced student tes�ng �me 
by eight hours since he became State 
Superintendent. 
  Brian wants to form partnerships 
with failing schools to help them 
correct their problems. Dearborn had 
two underperforming schools and 
the partnerships worked to correct 
the problems. You cannot just close 
schools. Brian wants to give every 
student the chance to earn college 

 

Future Mee�ngs 

2-23-17 

Committee meetings 

 

2-28-17 

Dearborn Rotary Foundation Mtg 

Dbrn. Chamber Offices 

Noon 

3-2-17 

Students Run Meeting 

3-9-17 

Update on Water Projects 

3-14-17 

Club Board Mtg. 
Dbrn Schools Admin Bldg 

5:30PM 

The Dearborn Rotary X-Ray 

Future Mee�ng 

Duty Roster  
02-23-17 

Greeter 

Annette Langell 
 

Guests and Visitors 

Annette Langell 
 

Invocation 

? 

 

50/50 

Zeinab Dabajeh 

 

X-Ray Editor 

David Anderson 

 



Announcements 

  Our goal for annual giving is set at 7,000.00 . If every member contributes to the Rotary Founda�on “Every 
Rotarian Every Year” program, we will make the pledges with no problem. Remember “It’s not about the mon-
ey, but what the money can do.” The following people have contributed at least $100 this year to The Rotary 
Founda�on. 
Margaret Blohm, Diane Ives, CDG Jim Ives,  Don Karcher,  Aldo Mar�n, Mike Maldegen, Jack & Jane Mueller, 
Colleen Nieman, Shannon Peterson, Merri� Robertson, Darlene Schoolmaster, Ray Trudeau, Bill White. 

Due to privacy rules at Rotary Interna�onal, we no longer know who has contributed to the Founda�on. 
With that said, If you have submi�ed money to The Rotary Founda�on in excess of $100 and would like to 
be recognized here, please let Merri� Robertson know of your contribu�on. 

 Need X-Ray mee�ng minute 
writers. Promise maximum 
wri�ng is only once every six 
weeks. Can volunteer for even 
once a quarter or year. Please 
contact David Anderson. 

 Janice Gilliland is looking for 
greeters and invoca�on givers. 
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Please let her know if you’re 
willing to serve. 

 Sign-up sheets are being 
passed at the mee�ngs to 
be a greeter, invoca�on 
giver, or run the 50/50 raffle 
for a par�cular date. Please 
volunteer. 

The Rotary Founda�on Giving—Every Rotarian Every Year 

 Anne� Langell’s employer, Lincoln 
Behavioral Services is sponsoring a 
fundraising bowling event on March 
4, 2017 at Marybowl Lanes. Tickets 
are $25. for adults and $12. for 
children. Dona�ons are accepted to 
sponsor one of their clients for the 
bowling event. Some of the clients 
are of modest means. 

 

Today’s Picture 

The Dearborn students that a�ended the RYLA (Rotary 
Youth Leadership Awards) seminar in November. 

We had a full house today. 

We welcomed back State School 
Superintendent Brian Whiston Our students. 
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