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Dearborn Rotary 

Every Rotarian Every Year 
  
This  Rotary year, we have received the following  Donations to the Foundation. 
 
Marge Powell, Jack Mueller, Jane Mueller, Lee Hollmann, Omar Guevara, Maureen Guevara, 
Deanne Baker, John Fish, Mary Fish, Tim Richards, Dave Sample, Emma Jean Woodyard, 
Fred Lagerstrom, Roger Miller, Gretchen Ackerman -Moss, Merritt Robertson, Aldo Martin, 
Joe Hallissey, Dave Ippel , John Snyder, Frank Padzieski, Bob Putnam, Jim Ives, Diane 
Ives, Win Arneson, Bob Huston, Darlene Schoolmaster, Richard Ruth, Laurie McCray (in 
memory of Bea McCray),  Jim Thorpe, Bill White,  Art Hamparian, Joe Dickson, Mary Mac-
Donald, Don Karcher, Rick Goward, Fatina Attalla, Rick Ruth.  
 
We are rapidly approaching the end of the Rotary year.  If you have not turned in your donation to 
the Rotary Foundation, now is the time to give thought to your support of the programs of Rotary 
and make your contribution of support.  Our Club has pledged $10,000, and at present we are at 
the $8000 level any contributions will be greatly appreciated. 
At present we have 5 Major Donors in our club. 

Amy Amador, Executive Director of Mercy Education Project, 
and Sister Maureen Mulcrone  

Director of Development and Marketing for the project. 

http://www.dearbornrotary.org
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   The meeting was called to order by President Bob, 
with the Invocation delivered by Dave Anderson. 
 
Mary Lynn Heineger introduced todayôs guests.   John 
Kowalski, Canton Rotary. Todayôs Speakers Amy 
Amador & Sister Maureen Mulcrone 
 
Announcements: 
 

President Bob thanked President-Elect Margaret 
Blohm for filling in as President in his absence at 
last weekôs meeting. 

President Bob thanked the Rotarians who were re-
sponsible for constructing the Rotary float for the 
Memorial Day Parade as well as the Rotarians 
who participated in the parade. 

President Bob gave directions on how to view video 
clips on the Rotary website. 

John Kowalski, a guest and member of Canton Ro-
tary Club, invited Dearborn Rotarians to pur-
chase a raffle ticket to support the Canton Clubôs 
fundraising efforts. 

Diane Ives asked for Rotarians to help pack medical 
supplies for shipment to Nicaragua at World 
Medical Relief on Saturday, June 12 from 8:30 ï 
11:30. 

Ray Trudeau announced a trip to Nicaragua from 
July 13 ï 20, 2010.  He stated that the goal is for 
self-sufficiency in feeding programs and the ad-
dition of technology. 

Jack Mueller read the names of Rotarians with June 
birthdays and those members were honored in 
the usual manner. 
Neil Allen, Paul Cahow and Mary Jane Archer. 

Dan Hogan thanked the Rotarians who contributed 
wheeled luggage to support the efforts of the 
Detroit Rotary Club in assisting those in home-
less shelters. 

 
Omar Guevara was the winner of the 50/50 drawing. 
 
Margaret Blohm introduced todayôs speakers ï Amy 
Amador, Executive Director of Mercy Education Project, 
and Sister Maureen Mulcrone, Director of Development 
and Marketing for the project. 
 
Mercy Education Project (MEP) was founded in 1992 in 
southwest Detroit by the Sisters of Mercy of Detroit to 
give hope to women and girls looking for a way out of the 
cycle of poverty and educational failure.  MEP serves a 
culturally diverse population of more than 100 girls and 
140 women from metro Detroit each year.   Programs 
available include after school tutoring, summer enrich-
ment, and services for women which include literacy de-
velopment and GED preparation. 
 

The meeting was adjourned in the usual manner. 
 
Darlene Schoolmaster, Editor for the day 
 
Attendance   Members:  45 Guests: 3 
          
 
 
 

This Weekõs Meeting 

Our birthday boy  

Amy Amador  

Amy & Sister Maureen  

Sister Maureen  

JUNE 25
TH

 IS PRESIDENT BOB 
ZIOLKOWSKIôS FAREWELL PARTY 

Please put it on your calendar so you donôt miss 

it. There will not be a meeting on Thursday June 

24th. This is so we can thank President Bob on 

Friday night. 
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The band, which has a CD out called Très Très Fort , is made up of polio survivors and former street children. 

M ontana Kinunu is conjuring a drum kit from a broom laid across a plastic beer crate and weighed down with a 

rock. He pulls off his shirt, picks up a pair of battered drumsticks, and is soon tapping a fast, skittering rhythm, 
slapping his bare feet on the dirt floor. Beside him, Roger Landu is putting together his satonge, a single-string 
instrument fashioned from an amplified tin can and a guitar string stretched on a bent stick.  
The rehearsal space is an open-air bar, imperfectly shielded from the heat, dust, and commotion of a busy 
neighborhood in Kinshasa, capital of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. It seems improbable, but Montana, 
Roger, and their band mates have been touring European venues with this same improvised kit, testing the skills 
of sound engineers and winning rave reviews.  
One by one, the band members arrive, several traveling on hand-cranked or motorized two-seater tricycles. 
Songwriter Coco Ngambali, who has the craggy features and upper-body strength of a retired wrestler, opens the 
proceedings with the bandôs rallying cry. His call ñStaff!ò is answered in unison: ñBenda Bilili tr¯s tr¯s fort!ò  
Bandleader Ricky Likabu whistles a tune, and the group, Staff Benda Bilili, eases into a languid bolero intro. Ricky 
calls for a halt to reprimand the brass section for coming in late. When they restart, the music is a notch tighter. 
The rhythm steps up and is suddenly irresistible. A gaggle of young onlookers sings along with the chorus. A 
hardboiled-egg vendor pauses to watch. A passing shoe-polisher keeps time by clacking his wooden brushes.  
Ricky and Coco, along with guitarist Theo Nsituvuidi, vocalist Djunana Tanga-Suele, and atalaku (rap-style vocal-
ist) Kabamba Kabose Kasungo, had polio as children, and theyôve fended for themselves for five decades in a 
country wracked by conflict and corruption. They formed a cooperative to trade goods back and forth across the 
Congo River between Kinshasa and Brazzaville, Republic of the Congo, and though they werenôt destitute, they 
often slept on the streets near the ports where they made their living.  
The other band members are former street children, of whom there are an estimated 15,000 in Kinshasa. Roger, 
the youngest member, invented his satonge while living on the streets. Ask kids downtown about ñPapa Ricky,ò 
and their faces light up. ñPeople distrust street children,ò he explains. ñThey see them as sorcerers, beggars, and 
thieves. But we treated them as our own. And of course they helped us too.ò There are always kids on hand to 
carry the bandôs equipment or push the tricycles when the motors give out.  
"They had 10-dollar guitars and a lot of determination, and they just kept working until they were ready to per-
form." 
Ricky and his friends formed Staff Benda Bilili in 2003. Joseph Mpia, a fellow polio survivor and friend of the 
band, remembers the first rehearsals in Kinshasaôs derelict zoo. ñThey went there because it was quiet, and free 
for us. They had 10-dollar guitars and a lot of determination, and they just kept working until they were ready to 
perform.ò  
The fringe status of the Staff Benda Bilili collective ï the name means ñlook beyond appearancesò in Lingala ï 
has limited the bandôs success at home but arguably has helped win the attention and respect of documentary 
filmmakers, audiences, and critics abroad. The bandôs album, Très Très Fort (which means ñvery, very strongò), 
was recorded at the zoo and released last spring, and in November, they won the Womex Award in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, for international music. Next month, theyôll play at the Montr®al Jazz Festival.  
The band calls its style ñrumba blues.ò Itôs steeped in classic Cuban-influenced Congolese rumba and laced with 
plenty of other ingredients: funk, soul, afro beat, reggae, and the intense rhyming shouts of their atalaku, Kabose. 
Sung in Lingala with occasional forays into French, Swahili, Kikongo, and Kiteke (the dialect of Kinshasaôs Pool 
region), their songs tell of friendship, love and lust, busking, missing a sister who lives across the river, sleeping 
on cardboard, and looking forward to better days.  
.  
 

Continuedéé.. 
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 57th Meet the Governor Night 
Tuesday, June 29th 

Camoes Portuguese Club 

390 Sinasac Street West 

Harrow 

Fellowship 6 PM - Dinner 7PM 

$33 US or CDN  

District 6400 has a tradition every June to travel to Harrow Ontario for what is called ñMeet the Governor 
Nightò. This tradition started when clubs were added to our District, and the incoming Governor was from 

one of the new clubs. The Harrow Rotary Club decided they would have a dinner to introduce the new 
Governor since most had not met him before. One of the signatures of this event is the fellowship 

spurred on by Red Pop and Sun Flower seeds.  There are only 2 people who have the secret recipe for 
the Red Pop, and it is truly divine in taste. Regardless, it is an event that is anticipated with joy through-

out the year. Please join us for a great tradition and celebrate Rotary with others in our District. Join 
PDG Jack & Jane Mueller, CDG Jim and Diane Ives, Pres. Bob Ziolkowski, PE Margaret Blohm,  
Gretchen Moss, Ray Trudeau, Merritt Robertson and new member (but a blue badger none the 
less) Collette Dunsmore. Let Jack Mueller know if you will be going to this great tradition. You 

can pay at the door (but if you commit to Jack, please be sure you will go).  

Service By Our Members 

World Medical Relief has been a close partner of Rotary. They provided needed medical supplies worldwide, 
including Detroit. Much of the work they do is by volunteers, and we had an opportunity to work with an-
other nearby District (6360) last Saturday morning packing boxes to be sent to Nigeria. Thank you for all the 
Dearborn Rotarians and spouses who helped. It was a great morning of service and fellowship.  

Continuedé. 
The band has joined Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu and golf legend (and polio survivor) Jack Nicklaus as part 
of Rotary Internationalôs latest public relations campaign to remind the world how close polio eradication is. ñWeôre 
handicapped by polio, and we are the first group to sing about polio, so naturally weôre ready to help,ò says RickyS-
taff Benda Bilili wrote and recorded the song ñPolio,ò in which they urge parents to understand the importance of vac-
cinating their children. ñI was born as a strong man, but polio crippled me,ò they sing. ñParents, please go to the vac-
cination center / Get your babies vaccinated against polio /  Please save them from that curse é The one who is 
disabled is no different from the others / Why should he be? / Treat all your children without discrimination / Donôt 
throw anyone on the side.ò  
As a result of vaccination campaigns involving negotiated cease-fires with armed groups and unprecedented coordi-
nation among regions, polio is no longer endemic in Congo. But the virus can easily cross borders. In response to 
imported outbreaks in Central and West Africa, 85 million children in 19 countries were vaccinated in a cross-border 
campaign in March and April.  
ñParents are responsible for their children, and they need to know how to avoid diseases,ò Ricky says. ñThere are 
still too many who donôt realize itôs important.ò  
In Montréal for the RI Convention? See Staff Benda Bilili live at the Montréal Jazz Festival 5 July. Learn more.  

Message from Fairlane Sunrise Rotary  
 

Our scheduled program for our meeting on Tuesday, June 15 may be of interest to your members.  The director of 
the Dearborn Chamber of Commerce will speak to us about the business climate in the city of Dearborn. As always, 
you and your members are more than welcome to visit us at our  regular weekly meeting on Tuesday at 7:05am at 
Leon's Family Restaurant,  23830 Michigan Avenue (on the north side of Michigan Avenue just east of Telegraph). 
 

Best regards in Rotary,     John Williams, Secretary, Fairlane Sunrise Rotary Club 
        email:  xjw@wowway.com        phone:  (734) 455-1840 

http://maps.google.com/maps?client=safari&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF8&q=camoes+portuguese+club+harrow+on&fb=1&gl=us&hq=camoes+portuguese+club&hnear=harrow+on&hl=en&view=map&cid=2844964157386026250&iwloc=A&ved=0CDEQpQY&sa=X&ei=6m_xS_3lLZycMtHI6NIG
http://www.montrealjazzfest.com/
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